
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
June 16, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
June 16, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:34 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President, and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  Commissioner Littlefield 
announced that Commissioner Cook was running late.  Jim Cook, Vice President, arrived 
at approximately 4:38 PM.  Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; 
Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; 
Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Mike 
Demers, Engineering Technician; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Dean Myers, 
Meter Technician; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; 
Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, 
Terri Cook, Curt Tronsdal and Brad Smith. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for June 16, 2015.  
Commissioner Littlefield stated that he was not present for the June 2, 2015 meeting and 
requested postponing the motion to approve the Minutes until Commissioner Cook was 
present. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve Item “a” under the Consent Agenda, 
Approval of Vouchers: 
No. 2622 - Voucher No. 3516 ($1,108.83) 06/04/15 
No. 2623 - Voucher Nos. 3517-3584 ($1,445,888.72) 06/09/15 
No. 2624 - Voucher Nos. 3585-3647, Payroll Check Nos. 9407-9485 ($353,741.63) 06/16/15 
The motion passed 

Following Commissioner Cook’s arrival, Commissioner Robertson moved to approve Item “b” 
under the Consent Agenda, Approval of Minutes 06/02/15. 
The motion passed. 

Under Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 

• As previously requested by Commissioner Littlefield, Manager Powell provided 
the status of the Judy WTP to Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line Phase 1 Project 
and reported that 936 feet of pipe has been installed.  Assistant Engineering 
Manager Handzlik added that four additional sticks of pipe were installed at the 
top of the project today and three additional sticks would be installed tomorrow.  
He stated that the last material is scheduled to arrive on June 22, after which 
disinfection, pressure testing and flushing will take place prior to placing the 
pipeline in service. 

• The District received a call from Western Washington Ag Association (WWAA) 
on June 4 requesting on behalf of two dike districts, temporary water right 
transfers to assist drought stricken farmers with water to irrigate.  Manager Powell 
explained that all withdrawals from the river have been stopped, except for 
exempt rights, which the District has.  He stated that the District was also 
contacted by the Department of Ecology, Senator Norma Smith and Governor 
Inslee on behalf of the farmers.  Manager Powell stated that the District reviewed 
its exempt withdrawal limits (45 cfs) and offered temporary assistance only if it 
would not constrict District operations.  District staff met with Fir Island farmers 
yesterday and explained what could be done to assist them, albeit limited.  He 
stated that two of the farmers are in the audience today.  Manager Powell 
reviewed the process required to assist the farmers, including DOE permitting, 
DOE authorization from the Swinomish Tribe, and cfs available and requested.  
The District signed permits and was able to provide temporary transfers to supply 
a restricted amount not to exceed 20cfs (3.4 MG) over a 24-hour period beginning 
5 AM today through 5AM tomorrow which leaves a cushion for the ability of the 



District to turn on another pump if required for Judy Reservoir.  Manager Powell 
stated that the City of Anacortes has exempt water rights on the Skagit River; 
however, their rights are confined to the area served by the City; discussion would 
need to take place regarding whether a potential transfer or sale to the District for 
temporary service is a possibility.  Discussion ensued regarding the process.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked if the transfers will extend beyond today; 
Manager Powell replied no.  Commissioner Cook stated he was not briefed and 
had heard the information from constituents; Manager Powell replied that he and 
the other Commissioners were notified of the situation and informed about what 
was going to take place by email on Friday morning.  Commissioner Cook stated 
he did not receive the email (IT Manager Chrysler indicated that Commissioner 
Cook’s email was affected by a web mail server issue which has since been 
corrected).  Commissioner Robertson stated he received the email.  
Commissioner Littlefield stated he was out of town and had not read the email 
until today and asked about calling each Commissioner if an emergency occurs; 
Manager Powell replied that he could only give a heads up as was done with the 
email, but not ask permission as that would be considered a serial meeting and 
violating the Open Public Meetings Act; Attorney Gilbert concurred.   

Commissioner Robertson extended kudos to Manager Powell and staff for putting 
this together in a relatively short period of time, as it would normally have taken 
6-8 weeks and this was done in three days.  He stated that had it not been for 
Manager Powell’s management and good relationship with the other entities 
involved, it could not have been done so quickly.  Manager Powell read aloud a 
post from the DOE website regarding the transfer.  Commissioner Cook stated he 
would not extend kudos as he was not notified; Manager Powell indicated again 
that Commissioner Cook was notified by email and there had been no indication 
that it was not received until Commissioner Cook commented today. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported: 

• Macaulay and Associates has completed the final benefit study for the proposed 
Mann Road LUD.  The LUD is continuing to move forward and Engineering Staff 
are preparing to bring a resolution of intent to form before the Commission within 
the next two weeks.  

• The advertisement for the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby Road Pipeline 
Project was published on June 10, 2015.  Sealed bids are expected to be opened 
on July 2.  

• Agency Projects - Burlington - Bids for the Rio Vista, Section to Gardner Street, 
were received by the City of Burlington. SRV Construction was the lowest 
responsible/responsive bidder.  The District’s portion of the construction is 
$172,000. The Engineer’s Estimate for the waterline portion of the work was 
$190,900. The District entered into an inter-local agreement with the City of 
Burlington for the construction of this project under the road improvement work 
the City is heading up.  

IT Manager Chrysler reported that he continues work with data conversions. 

Commissioner Cook stated he was late and asked that the report on the status of the Judy 
WTP to Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line Phase 1 Project be repeated, which was 
repeated. 

Operations Manager Fox reported: 
• The WTP is going through a lot of water during this warm weather and the 

District is purchasing water from the City of Anacortes while the transmission 
pipeline is out of service.  Water is being stolen from hydrants which may need to 
be locked down for protection of the District’s supply and community health.  
Discussion ensued regarding reasons for theft and potential solutions during low 
water levels of residential wells, such as fill stations that can be accessed with a 
credit card. 

• Water withdrawals to fight recent house fires in Conway had an impact on water 
pressure in the area, as it takes time for the reservoirs to refill, especially with the 
transmission line being down.  

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that NorthStar customer service and billing 
system training continues and they will be onsite for the next training visit on July 27. 



HR Manager White reported the following: 

• The employee picnic is scheduled for Saturday, July 11 at the Skagit Ball Fields 
behind Skagit Valley College.  Please RSVP by email or a signup sheet is 
available in the walkway.   

• Real progress is being made with regard to safety issues at the District.  She stated 
that Dean Myers from the Meter Department is Chairman of the Safety 
Committee and in the audience today.   

• The District is currently hiring for Payroll Accountant and Drafting Technician 
positions.  Jeanine Stene, former Payroll Accountant, accepted a position with 
another agency and there is a temporary person in the position currently.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked if the temp can apply for the position; HR 
Manager White replied that the temp is a consultant and cannot apply directly. 

Treasurer Dales asked if there were any questions concerning the annual financial report 
that was distributed to the Commission on June 2; no questions were asked.  She also 
reported on her attendance with Auditor Backman at a rate setting workshop hosted by 
FCS Group at the transit center last week.  She stated that there were a variety of 
participants with different perspectives and topics of discussion included capital 
improvement funding; depreciation set aside; historical vs. future costs;  reflection of 
conservation in rate structure budgets (now close to 40% of fixed costs); and pay as you 
go for capital projects (very low percentage of agencies) vs. financing with bonds or 
loans (most agencies).  She stated that there were approximately 90 participants in the 
workshop.  Commissioner Cook asked how the District’s depreciation of capital projects 
looks; Treasurer Dales replied she would have to look at it to give an answer.  She stated 
that the debt schedule requested by Commissioner Cook was sent last week. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented and reviewed the Fixed and Tagged 
Asset Policy #1022 housekeeping revisions recommended by Auditor Backman and 
Treasurer Dales.  Manager Powell requested a motion for approval.  Commissioner Cook 
moved to approve Fixed and Tagged Asset Policy #1022 and to authorize the General 
Manager to sign said policy.  The motion passed. 

Under Audience Comments, Brad Smith, Fir Island farmer, stated that he hopes 
something can be worked out beyond the temporary 24 hours of water right transfer.  He 
stated he is thankful for the temporary assistance, but it will not solve the problem.  
Commissioner Littlefield asked what he raises; Mr. Smith replied he farms 2,200 acres 
and currently has potatoes and seed crops.  Discussion ensued regarding the effect tidal 
flow on river levels; potential cost of crop failure; discussion with the City of Anacortes 
regarding a potential of legal ability to use their water rights outside of their service area; 
and suspension of new hydrant permits.  Commissioner Robertson suggested that 
WWAA contact PSE; Manager Powell replied that Brandon Roozen contacted PSE and 
Seattle City Light regarding the release of additional water, but did not receive a response 
from PSE.   

Curt Tronsdal stated that agriculture is a $250 million business in Skagit Valley and that 
water is needed desperately by farmers.  He also commented that he and Mr. Smith farm 
all over Skagit County, not just Fir Island.  Manager Powell stated that the only request 
for assistance came from the two Dike Districts on Fir Island.  Mr. Tronsdal asked if the 
District has an agricultural rate; Manager Powell replied no, it has an irrigation rate for 
commercial properties, but has not developed or looked at the demand effect on 
infrastructure for large scale irrigation needs.  Commissioner Cook asked if the District is 
charging farmers for the water transfer; Manager Powell replied no, it would have been 
cost prohibitive to develop a structure for such a short period of time.  Commissioner 
Cook asked if it was a gift of public funds and why residential users may be charged at 
potential fill stations; Manager Powell replied there is no gift of public funds, as the paper 
water right out of the river is without treatment or conveyance, whereas a fill station 
would be treated water conveyed for withdrawal and residential use.  Commissioner 
Cook asked if there is a meter on the pump; Manager Powell replied yes and it is being 
monitored by DOE. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson gave a summary of his 
attendance at the AWWA Annual Conference and the Elected Officials Caucus and 
reported on various issues that could impact water utilities, including new contaminants 



rules, water reuse and reclamation, Washington Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Authority (WIFIA), and an upcoming EPA advisory regarding algae toxins.   

Commissioner Littlefield reported a situation in Anacortes where a developer allegedly 
circumvented connection to the sewer system in his development and diverting household 
waste to storm drains over the last ten years.  

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of June 16, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:47 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


